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TO CORRESPONDENTS.
Al commundeations for this should be
mecompanied by the nwime of the auth o, not

y Tor puhblé but
faith on the part of the writer.

Write |
oniy on one side of the paper. Be feularly
nn-rtul in giving nmmes and d-m?h liave
all Jetters or figures plain and distinet.

The Gambler's Fatal Passion-—-A Sad
Story

The court-martinl of Lieut. Wm. M.
Fleming, L. 5. A, upon charges of em-
bezzlement of public funds, conduct un-
becoming an officer and gentlemnn, and
violation of the Articles of War, took
place at Aleatrae Island, near San Fran-
ciseo, on May 23, The prisoner plead-
ed guilty to all the charges, but intro-
duced several brother officers as wit-
nesses to testify to his former good char-
acter in mitigation of his offense.

The Judge Advocate said the prosecu-
tion had no testimony to offer in rebuttal
of testimomy as to Fleming’s good char-
acter.  Um the contrary, the Court ad-
mitted that his character was s stated |

wevious to the occurrences  mentioned.
eming then read the following state-
ment to the Court:

“GENTLEMEN OF TOE Court: The
eharges upon which 1 have been mi-
raigned before you and the pleas I have
made thereon tell n dreadful story, 1]
know full well that I need not relate it |
to you, for you can not but appreciate it
before Iattempt to utter it.  The trans-
actions recited in these charges and
specificatious reveal dishonesty on my
part.  Let me then, at this supreme mo-
ment, porbaps the culminating one in
my military carver, make s frank and
honest statement to You. [t will st least
relieve a =pirit that is broken, 3 miud
that is surcharged and oppressed by the
weight of the awful miseries I have
brought upom me and mine. T am yet
A young madi; am S0 years of age;
wis well born: [ was reared under in-
fluences and woroundings which were |

rest of the story. 1 save myself from
its recital.  The snbsequent were
d&:.nd

of all tnken in desperation, 2
abandonment. The

finally, in otier
road 1 took and the objects on the way
are faumiliar to you, by precedent and
tradition, as the streets you traverse as
fOu 2o to your stations or places of
siness. Having in the days when I
gambled what was simply my own a
preseience of the fate to which this awful
inr«im: for gambling was harring me,
often took vows and made resolations

and pledges that 1 would never ble
Agrnin. did not keep them. [ could
not keep them.

“ I will not pain snd worry you by fur-
ther uncovering the canses, facts and in-
cidents which have made a wreck and a
ruin of what mieght have been an hon-
orable and ereditable career. | have
written to my family a statement of
what [ have done, and T hope and expect
that ull the money I have taken in these
various ways will eventually be restored
to those to whom it belongs. I have
promised and pledged myself that such
restitution  shall be made. 1 refrain
from making such a pledge to you or to
any one else, realizing how little weight
it should, from the cirenmstances of the
case, receive,

* Now [ leave my case with this frank
and honest statement with you, and I
repent what I have substantially said be-
fore: | have no claim for clemency. 1
"“Pll'li“’“‘? for merey."

T'he prisoner was visibly affected while
reading this statement, and upon the
conclusion handed the docament to the
Court and retired to the room where he
is kept closely muarded. After he had
retired the conrt-room was cleared, and
the Court procesded to deliberate npon
the case.  The ngs can not he

* proceedi
divulged except by the proper anthori- |

ties after the approval of the findings of
the Court.  The statute renders it obli-
gatory upon the Conrt te sentence the
pris:vru-r to the Penitentiary, and allows

kindly and propitions. | am a graduat
of the finest military school in the
world. T belong 1o a profession which,
thank God, in ourcountry is universally
acknowledged 1o bethe finest of any of |
the branches of publie service, My as
sociations, companions wd friendships |
have been with men who are an honor |
and ornasment o their profession ; and
previous to these ocourrences | was
well thougit of. 1 have introduced
somi testimony on this subject. 1 have |
a loving, faithful and devoted wife.
¢ Thus bricily stated then, T stand be-
fore you s mun who should have bhad a
futire. I have only o past, and a hor-
rible pust it i< at this point o eontém-

plate. Would vou know what has
wrought this ruin? It is
passion for mambling, That

passion absorbed ali my other passions, |
instinets and smotions—my entire boing. |
That I have this pas<ion and have been
unable to comrol it, T honestly think is
hardly my fanit. It iseasy for men who
have no such overmas 'il:,l_' I-n-,-i-.uu.
who have tronger wills and better bal- |
anced mimds, to shrug their shoulders
anid thank God that they are not as eers
tain other men are. 1 noske no claim
for elemency in my ecase, for there is
nothing 1o base one upon; but Lask sy,
I entreat, that you and those whose duty
it shall be to read this record, consider |
the clrtutistances of it = wervifully as
vou ean. The Government, a= 1 unders |
stand it, i< not & dollar loser at my |
hands, but that lessens not one iota the
beinousness of my offense, 1 did not in-
tend—1 have not at any rime intended— |
to doprive sthers of what belonged |
them. 1 gamhled away first what was
my own—and that, even, 'eould il af-|
ford o Jose. I was robbed by alot of |
thieving sharks.

bolonged to
brain being frensed and my Blowd on |
fire, 1 ook a small porticn of if, hoping, |
and even in my foolhardiness believing,
that luck would turn in my favor, and 1
conld thus, and from those to whom 1
hal lost, rezwin what 1 had  lost.
By that =act became, s you
can all undersiand, donbly and trebly
involved. [ was involved pecuniarily;
1 was iivalved with conscience; 1 was
involved swnd entangled in many other
ways,

% Whitever may be thought or said
upon the subject, the impnlse which
prompted the tep was honest in je
nature. [t wae (o restore il whibch |
haad taken el 1 to others. 1 know
of w0 way o v eapept by agnin ate
Imnkniia;: It pl the enmiug-inble. 1
did it on the nighit vl slarch 6, and lost
I need not tell the

Having mosey which |

&
that night 81450,

the g of a fine. The Court may
senitence for life, but it is probable that
Fleming’s term of imprisonment will be
about ten vears, although nothing can
be nuthoritatively stated. The approved
sentonce will not be returned from
Washington for s month at least, and in
the meantime Fleming will remain in
confinement at Aleatraz. His poor
wife, who deeply feels the di

brought npon her unfortunate d,
has remained with him as much as
sible, but as she would be obliged w

part from him soon at best, she will re-
turn (o ber home in the East in a few
days.—San Francisco Call.

A Strange Bird Stery.

L. Page and son, entting wood near
San Jose, noticed for several days that
a number of birds remained constantly
upan & treée near them, some going and
coming from time to time.  Upon ent-
ting down the tree, they discoversd a
timb with a hollow davity, some two feet
in length and three or four inches in
diameter, in which were two full-grown
hinls of some goodly-sired  species,
There was a small apertare throngh
which the binds were supplied with food
from their mates. The Hmb was out
and the birds liberated. They were
neither of them able o dy, having evi-
dently never been ont of their imprison-
ment.  How they eame inside is a ques-
tion. Itis probuble that the mother
bird was small, and though alile to make
her nestin the hollow of the tree and
rear her young, could not extricaic
them, and “they did not zuin streugih

low
Thoeee who exawdinem] the
bivds think they are about two vears

Bersin my possession, Wy | g They had been fed from thei vivh |

by their bird-follows through the aper-
ture in the lunb of the tree. A nobler
instance of devotion, even the human
family never exhibited.— SanJose (Cid.)
AMercury.
—————— e

—The cucumber season has set in,
and o man i waked up st 2 o'clock in
the moring, after dreaming thut au
elephant is sitting on his eyuator, 1o ex-
perieace 8 violont regret that he has not

attended church moere regularly in his

youth.—Nurwich Bulletis.

——
~The Aflantic says some young
women st too beantiful to die 5mmﬂ.
They do around beew, however, andt
sume grand, inflexible, inserutable law
of nmmm-ne- 4 maiden ss plain
#= the side of o tombstone 1o the
agee of 97,— Norwich Dulletin,

The English Black Book,

]
Among the official doenments Iatel
published by the British Government
A ourions k. bound in black and
printed in Brixton prison. This
enormous volune contains the names
and alisses of more than twelve thon-
sand professional offenders, and is stored
with valuable information relating to the
eriminal classes of Great Britain.
| In accordance with 3 law passed some
years ago, s vast eriminal eyclopasiia
was compiled by governors of prisons
throughout the United Kingdom. Up
to the beginning of last year nearly one
hundred and eighty thonsand individ-
unls, men and women, had been inserib-
ed on this ral list and a summary
of their phies recorded. This
work hoad the capital fault of being too
elsborate, and the Home Secre was
authorized at the last session of fia-
ment to prepare an abstract of it.  The
new volume, which will beneeforth be
known as the Black Book, describes
only those who have been found guilty
of feloniea, or who have been re
convicted of misdemeanors. It is, in
short, a dictionary of professional erim-
inals, and as such will be distributed to
inspectors of police throughout Great
Britain, as well as to the governors of
prisons, We need not point out its use-
fulness to the former, as a means of fix-
ing identity and determining the im-
portance of a given arrest, or to the lat-
ter as an aid to gauging the sincerity of

the repentance professed by a given

prisoner.

It is understood that the ecatalogne
will be forwarded to the police of the
several Continental States and of this

rises the

Was Prof. Denth From Fright

or s |

[From the New ‘ru:?ncﬂ.]
Harrrorn, Oy 31.—Prof. Vie-
tor Alve a_well knows Freuch
teacher ul Ih:sh %, died this morning,
apparently of hy hobis produeed by
l‘rigli;.. % excitement. The
case is a inrly ressing one, nad
nas caused in this pommunity oniversal
sympathy and also much morbid ecrins-
ity. The Professor was severely bitten
by a strunge cur on the chin, hands

and one leg on the night of April 30, in
the muiﬁe of his rooms. T:tlhmh
were immesdiately washesd with carbalic
acid and eanteriséd with nitrhe acid.
'l‘lw_chx was not to be rabid,
but it u:u stupidly ‘::‘ w;lie«-
man the next m s 50 int
could not be m[mng "
Officious people begun advising the
Professor by Jetter and otherwise what
remedial conrse to pursue, and some of
them insisted that eventually he would
be attacked with hydrophobia. This
turned his mind to the subject of mad
dogs and the results of their bites.  Tis
thoughts became fixed on the mattor.
He read it up thoroughly and brooded
over it until his nervous in became
unsettled, and sleepless n ensned.
He learned from a physi when the
symioms ought toshow themselves, and
as the time grew near his exchtability
grew more intense. Lust Sunday be
complained of illngss: on Monday, fewl-
ing no hetter, he took & vapor bath.
Experiencing a diffealty in swallowing
on Tuesday  morming, he beeame

country, and very properly, since it com= | skillful
names of more than a hun- | him by torns from this time till his dessh.

very mwuch alarmed, and  sent
for his physician, and two of the most
ical men in town were wizh

ilred individualsof foreign birth, Among | His elergyman also ealled and conversed
these cosmopaolitan criminals we find a | with him ppon bis spiritual interests, o
notice of Angustus Winterhalter, who | whom he  expréssed  himsell pre-
eseaped one day from jail in Constanti- | pared for death. ‘The patient wus re-
nople, and turned up fa few months d—tduud o semi-uhtonsciousness wiih
terward as a forger in New York. [Itis] Jarge doses of morphine administered
sated by Liest.-Col. Du Cane, who su- | internally and by hypodermic infoctio

pervised the publication, that this is the | bat his efforts 1o swallow beef-tes an

enongh to help themselves untll the hol- |
im‘l %0 closed that eseape wis fm- |
| possible.

first time o mass of inforoution at once, |

so complete and 36 accessible has been
furnished to the police of any country.
The records of the French police are
justly celebrated for their and
minuteness, but the volumes holding
them are too numerous and bulky to be
readily consulted or transported from
place to place.

To sum up the coutents of this bouk,
it sppears t there were [ast year in
England twelve thousand dangerons

rsons, thieves, burglars, or murderers

s voeation, who were temporarily hine
dered by imprisonment from preying
upon  society. I now we de-
compose this total with a view to the
birthplace of eriminals, we oltain some
singmlar results, It might have been
supposed that atmost all could be traced
ta the refuse population of great cities.
The contrary proves to be the fact, fur

London, if we bear in mind the ratio of |

professionnl offenders to the whole hody
of inhabitants, must be ]:Im.wl after a
number of comties, several large pro-
vineial cities, and some small towns,
Even more noteworithy is the distribo-
tiom of individuals according 1o nation-
alities. (M those catalogoed, bt one-
twelith were born in Ireland, and onl
158, or alwat o per cent., in Scotl
How diwinetly this cirenmstanee seems
1o puint to a connection between  erimi-
nality and dofective edocation, and what
# trbute it is o the common sehool
systom of  Seotludl. We  observe,
further, that of the persops designated
in thi= volumwe more than two-thirds are
males, and that single men are twice us
namierous as married offendes.

Wi Sy cull attention to one mere
| fact brought out by the Black Book, and
i that is the close relation shown to ex-
List between disease or bodily deformit
| nnd criminality.  Almost every individ-
| nal deseribed had some physical defeo.
| Many were serofalons; and the majorily
) bore sears of some sort, or were marked
L with the small-pox. What is more cu-
! rione, ns suggesting 2 survival of the
+ decorative castoms  no less than of the

milk were attended with great 1
Wednesduy morning be raised himse
up in bed and struck at his physieian, but
soon be unconscious, At §o'clock
in the afternoon be awoke from a sleep
produced by opiatez and acted violently,
making it di t to restrain him from
injuring himself by beating his head

rainst the wall. It was m—;‘{w
place the patient in a straight-jacket,
and this was accomplished only after
severe struggle against the powers of
four men, during which the unfortunate
, Professor exhibsited all the severer

| toms of bydrophobis. — Other convul-

sions oceurred ot after which
morphine was given in beavy doses. He
then lingered in 8 semicunconscions
state until 10 o’clock to-duy, when death
put an end o his sufforings.  His clos-
ing moments were guiet, owing to the
influence of the drugs. T!wﬁ.lrndmg
physicians have been divided in opinion
@4 to the canse of Jdeath, several olajm-
ing that it cccurred from intense ndrv-

ous  excitement and its  incidental
results.  However, the symptoms
during  the twealy-four

hours were strictly in accond with cases
of hydrophobia reported by the hest no-
thorities, und the post-mortem examin-
ation this afternoon developed eonges-
tion of the spinal cord and membrae of
the brain, so that, in spite of somw evi-
denves not whally satisfactory, the con-
clusion reached wies that it was 2 case

was born  in France,
and served for some years in the French
army.  He was an fonowr, and in
his youthful and days was the
hero of onewr two ducls. He was o
thorough Fremehman, and his

1o show a class * how they sang

+ Marspillaise’ in France™ was sometimes
electrical in its effect. His fests upon
the drum snd with the fencing foils also
elicited much admirstion among

¥

1 prosdatory instinets of the sav nearly | youthful acquaintance. This was very
Ewrj one of the ,..-..rms.....f‘:-'immﬂ wide, as for many years he has boen o
here rogis ered wes witooed.  One pris- | teachor ot the Sehool i this eity,
;.m-r. jor ex o 2&41 hranded on his | besid ivi lessons.  FLast

oft urm six fis Wir slars, 48 many | summer s!‘mﬁﬂﬂm
diamonds, o heart, amd two arnows; the | which was spoken of. ml
wrist was embellished with a bracelet, | very fulclligent, upright and hle -
ltwo stars, sud s crown. The coinci- aned wias nﬂv-i-‘M"‘

Fdence is worth noting that this wis about 45 years of nge sud lsves 2

Hindivid huLn thrice convieted of | & widow 1o whom he was married in this

 violeat erimes.— New York San.




